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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This office action is in response to amendment filed on April 30, 2004. New claims 17- 
26 have been added. Claims 1, 5, 9, 1 1,15-26 are currently pending and are under examination. 



EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 
2. An Examiner's Amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mr. Michael N. Mercanti on July 23, 2004. 

Examiner's Amendment to the Claims: 

2. (Cancelled). 

3. (Cancelled). 

4. (Cancelled). 

6. (Cancelled). 

7. (Cancelled). 

8. (Cancelled). 
10. (Cancelled). 

12. (Cancelled). 

13. (Cancelled). 

14. (Cancelled). 
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15. (Currently amended) A method of preparing a polymeric conjugate, comprising 
reacting a compound of formula (XII) 

Rjl J 



<XII) 



( «»-^>»). 

/ 



wherein 

R31 is a linear or branched polymer residue; 

Y10 and Yn are independently O, S, or NR40; 

L is an amino acid residue or a bifunctional linker; 

R32, R33, R34, R35, R37, R38, and R40 are independently selected from the group consisting 
of hydrogen, C1-6 alkyls, C3-12 branched alkyls, C3.8 cycloalkyls, Ci_6 substituted alkyls, C3.8 
substituted cycloalkyls, aryls, substituted aryls, aralkyls, Ci_6 heteroalkyls and substituted C1-6 
heteroalkyls; 

a and b are each independently a positive integer, and 
B is a leaving group; 
with a compound of the formula (XIII) 



(XIII) 



x 1 - Z -fo,} >j 

(R ro -C-R„) e 
> — R.» 
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wherein 

X 2 is O, S, orNR4i; 

R39, R41, R50 and R51 are independently selected from the group consisting of hydrogen, 
Ci^alkyls, C3.12 branched alkyls, C3-8 cycloalkyls, d-e substituted alkyls, C3.8 substituted 
cycloalkyls, aryls, substituted aryls, aralkyls, Q.6 heteroalkyls and substituted C1-6 heteroalkyls; 




wherein Y12 and Y13 are independently O, S, or NR41 ; 

Z is selected from the group consisting of a bond, a moiety that is actively transported 
into a target cell, a hydrophobic moiety, and combinations thereof; 

Di and D2 are independently selected from the group consisting of OH, a residue of a 
hydroxyl, a residue of an amine-containing moiety and a leaving group; 

e is a positive integer; and 

yi and y 2 are independently selected positive integers; 
under conditions sufficient to cause a substitution reaction in which the compound of formula 
(X) is formed, and isolating the polymer conjugate of formula (X). 

18. (Cancelled). 

24. (Currently amended) The compound of claim 1, wherein R32-R35, R37-R40, Rso> and 
R51 are each hydrogen. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. Upon review of Applicant's amendment there are no outstanding 35 U.S.C § 1 12 
rejections. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 103 

4. Upon review of Applicant's amendment the 35 U.S.C. § 103 rejection of claims 1, 5, 9, 
11, 15, and 16 are withdrawn. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 1, 5, 9, 1 1, 15-17, and 19-26 are allowable. 

6. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anand U Desai, Ph.D. whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
0947. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jon P. Weber can be reached on (517) 272-0925. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). / A 




July 23, 2004 




